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Acts 15.7-11

“Brothers, you know that some time ago God made a 
choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from 
my lips the message of the gospel and believe. God, 
who knows the heart, showed that he accepted them 
by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to 
us. He did not discriminate between us and them, for 
he purified their hearts by faith. Now then, why do you try to 
test God by putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke that 
neither we . . . have been able to bear? No! We believe it is 
through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as 
they are.”



Acts 15.12-17

The whole assembly . . . listened to Barnabas and Paul telling
about the signs and wonders God had done among the 
Gentiles through them.. . . James spoke up. “Brothers, . . . 
Simon has described to us how God first intervened to 
choose a people (laos) for his name from the Gentiles 
(ethne).The words of the prophets are in agreement . . .:
“After this I will return

and rebuild David’s fallen tent. . . . 
that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord,

even all the Gentiles (ethne) who bear my name . . .”



Acts 15.23-29

To the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia:
Greetings. We have heard that some went out from us without 
our authorization and disturbed you, troubling your minds by 
what they said. So we all agreed to choose some men and 
send them to you with our dear friends Barnabas and 
Paul— men who have risked their lives for the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore we are sending Judas and 
Silas to confirm by word of mouth what we are 
writing. It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us 
not to burden you with anything beyond the following 
requirements . . . 



Acts 15.31-33

The people read it and were glad for its encouraging 
message. Judas and Silas, who themselves were prophets, said 
much to encourage and strengthen the 
believers. After spending some time there, they were 
sent off by the believers with the blessing of peace to 
return to those who had sent them.
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How is Your Global Mindset? Rate yourself on the three global 

competencies in each category of mind, heart, and relationship: 

3-strong, 2-average, or 1-below average.





Hofestede’s Cultural Dimensions

• Power distance index (PDI)
• Individualism (IDV) vs. collectivism
•Masculinity (MAS) vs. femininity
• Uncertainty avoidance index (UAI)
• Indulgence versus restraint (IVR)
• Long-term orientation (LTO)

https://www.hofstede-insights.com/product/compare-countries/
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It seemed good 
to the Holy Spirit and to us!
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